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Sam and Maryann Yoder Installed as Overseers of Beaver Run

Sam and Maryann Yoder, members of Univer-
sity Mennonite Church in State College, Penn-
sylvania, were installed by Allegheny Men-
nonite Conference minister Kurt Horst as over-
seers of Beaver Run Mennonite Church on
January 21, 2007. The Beaver Run congrega-
tion, which celebrated its 50th year in 2003,
has been a member of Allegheny Conference
since 2005. The church is located just outside
Limestoneville, Pennsylvania.

Prior to the installation service, a licens-
ing service was held for Maryann at Univer-
sity Mennonite Church in December. Russ
Eanes, overseer of University Mennonite, pre-
sided over the service, which provided
Maryann with the necessary credentials to
serve as Beaver Run overseer along with Sam,
who is an ordained minister.

Lisa McMannus, congregational chair at
Beaver Run, says the congregation welcomes
Sam and Maryann and looks forward to their
new relationship. “We feel that now we have a
direct connection with the conference,” she says.

Says Maryann, “For Sam and me to serve
as overseers at Beaver Run is an opportunity
to walk alongside another part of Christ’s body

and to extend
His grace in
a way that
demonstrates
c o n c e r n ,
compassion,
and love. 
Our mission
is just that:
relate to God
and then to
e v e r y o n e
around us
with com-
passion and
love.”

The journey toward becoming an overseer
has been an interesting one for
Maryann. While she has used her leadership
gifts in the church for many years, she didn’t
sense a clear call to the ministry until January
2006, when the Allegheny Mennonite Confer-
ence Leadership Commission told her they’d
like to appoint her to serve as overseer and
asked if she would consider acquiring the nec-
essary credentials. “Becoming a minister

seemed too outrageous to
even consider,” she says,
“but since I believe in a
God who’s in the business
of doing outrageous
things . . . here I am! For
me it’s just another step in
this interesting journey
we call life.”  —Krista
Weidner, University 

Above: Sam and Mary

Yoder listen as Kurt Horst

leads them through the

service to install them as

overseers for Beaver Run

Mennonite Church.

Below left: Maryann Yoder

is licensed by Russ Eanes.
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Goshen College recently recognized 173 stu-
dents, including two Allegheny Conference stu-
dents, for excellence in academics, on the 2006-
07 fall semester Dean’s List.

Anna E. Mast, daughter of Conrad and
Donna Mast of Scottdale, is a senior studying
art at Goshen College. She graduated from
Southmoreland Senior High School in 2004 and
attends Scottdale Mennonite Church.

Kathryn Stutzman In

Dominican Republic

An Allegheny Conference native is participating
in the Goshen (Ind.) College Study-Service Term
(SST) in the Dominican Republic this spring.
Goshen has had an SST unit based there since 1984.
This group includes 19 students. Kathryn
Stutzman, daughter of Mervin and Rose Mary
Stutzman of Goshen, is a biology major. She is a
2003 graduate of Central Christian High School,
Kidron, Ohio, and is a member of Scottdale Men-
nonite Church.

Students spend the first half of the 13-week
term studying the language and the culture of the
country in the capital city of Santo Domingo and
the second half of the term fulfilling service re-
quirements, often relating to their majors, in other
parts of the country.

Margot Zahner and Tom Benevento, with their
children Zachariah and Silas, will be leading the
group. Margot is an adjunct professor of interna-
tional education.

Web updates and photos from the group are
available at: www.goshen.edu/sst/drspring07. Let-
ters can be directed to: Goshen College, Apartado
747-2, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, West
Indies.

Jason A. Yoder, son of Joseph and Amanda
Yoder, is a senior studying mathematics and com-
puter science at Goshen College. He graduated
from Southmoreland Senior High School in 2004
and attends Scottdale Mennonite Church.

The Dean’s List includes students earning at
least a 3.8 GPA, while completing at least 12
hours of course work for a letter grade and tak-
ing no courses credit-elect.

Anna Mast In Cambodia

An Allegheny Conference native is participating in
the first Goshen (Ind.) College Study-Service Term
(SST) unit to Cambodia this spring. The group in-
cludes 24 students. Anna Mast, daughter of Conrad
and Donna Mast of Scottdale, is majoring in art.
She is a 2004 graduate of Southmoreland Senior
High School and is a member of Scottdale Menno-
nite Church.

The students will spend the first six weeks in
the capital, Phnom Penh, studying the national lan-
guage of Khmer and the country’s culture at the
Royal University of Phnom Penh. Students will then
be placed in service assignments around the coun-
try. Students will live with host families during the
first and second half of the semester, many of whom
will be Buddhist.

Keith and Ann Graber Miller, with their chil-
dren, Niles, Mia and Simon, are leading the unit to
Cambodia. Keith is professor of Bible, religion and
philosophy at Goshen College.

Web updates and photos from the group are
available at: www.goshen.edu/sst/cambodia07. Let-
ters can be directed to: Mennonite Central Com-
mittee, PO Box 481, #20 Street 475, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia.

Since Goshen College’s first
SST units went to Costa Rica,
Jamaica and Guadeloupe in
1968 and began one of the
country’s pioneer international
education programs, more
than 6,500 students and 230
faculty leaders have traveled to
20 countries; the college cur-
rently organizes SST units to
study and serve in China, Do-
minican Republic, Germany,
Cambodia, Ethiopia, Senegal,
Perú and Jamaica. The
program’s uncommon combi-
nation of cultural education
and service-learning remains a
core part of the general educa-
tion program, and has earned
citations for excellence from
U.S.News & World Report,
Peterson’s Study Abroad and
Smart Parents Guide to Col-
lege, the John Templeton
Foundation and American
Council on Education.

Right: Pictured with her

Dominican Republic family is

Kat Stutzman (3rd from right.)

Far Right: Pictured with 3 other

students is Anna Mast (far

right). Both groups left Goshen

College on Jan. 10 and will

return to the U.S. on April 10.
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9th TriState Relief Sale July 20 – 21, 2007
New this year: Vintage Quilt Evaluations & Vintage Quilt Sales 

With a successful Vintage Quilt & Tea held
on July 10 of 2007, TriState is planning on a
repeat of the Vintage Quilt “Road Show” to
be held Friday evening and Saturday July 20
& 21 during the TriState Relief Sale. Discover
what you always wanted to know about your
quilt but didn’t ask! Bring your quilt or vin-
tage textile items that you would like to learn
more about. A Quilt Historian from Lancaster
Quilt Museum and a Textile Expert, trained
at Williamsburg and Quilt Historian for 3
states, will be on hand to help date, identify
and provide textile information. 

Also, a number of vintage quilts have
been donated and will be sold during the quilt
auction on Saturday. Included in this sale will
be an 1835 appliquéd quilt. Help pass the
word to quilt collectors. If you have vintage
quilts or textile items in medium condition
that do not have personal significance, per-
haps you would consider donating these to
the TriState Vintage Quilt Auction. Photos of
these quilts and other items to be sold will be
available for viewing prior to the event on
www.tristatesale.org. 

We will again have available autographed
NFL footballs by Dan Kreider and Jeff

Hostetler. The Silent
Auction is seeking do-
nations of unique, one-
of-a-kind items and the
Market Place is telling
us that now is the time
to be preparing your
plants. Groups are
needed to host food
booths and help with
children’s activities. 
Won’t your group con-
sider this worthwhile
activity?  We need all of
you to make this year’s
sale a success—crafts,
wood items, quilts and helping hands. Call (814)
445-6945 for more information.                     

A workday will be held at the Springs
Mennonite Church in Springs, Pa., on Satur-
day, April 21 from 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. There
will be work for quilters, knotters, sewing of
kit bags, and projects for the men. Bring a
covered dish and join in the fun. Call the above
number for more information.  Reminder, to
promote your quilt and wall hanging to its best
advantage, please submit quilts by May 30,
2007.—Harriet Berg, Springs

Above, L.to R.: Karin Miller,

Grantsville, Md., Martha

Bender, Meyersdale, Pa.,

Barb Bruehl, Springs, Pa.,

and Barb Garrett,

Pottstown, Pa., evaluating a

vintage quilt in 2006.4

Penny Power
Enthusiasm is the greatest asset in the world.  Do not lag in

zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Romans 12:11

You do not have to be physically fit and go to
a personal trainer to be ardent in spirit and to
serve the Lord! You can be dropping your
small change into a container and sending it
to the TriState Relief Sale on July 20-21, 2007
to help support food projects through the
Penny Power campaign.  

Since 1946, the Mennonite Central
Committee’s meat canner went on the road
and has been rolling ever since. One of the
current crew members is John Hillegass,
Jerome, Pa., of the Kaufman Mennonite
Church. Tim Friesen, MCC canning coordi-
nator, thanks the communities and crew for
their support “They are working to feed the
hungry as Jesus taught. They are able to do
the basic thing the Gospel calls us to do.” Last
year, more than 1 million pounds of meat, in-

cluding turkey, beef and pork, were shipped
to people in 21 countries. 

In a Harlan, Kentucky soup kitchen and
emergency homeless shelter, canned turkey is
cooked into turkey pot
pies or served hot with
barbecue sauce on
sandwiches. It is pro-
viding a nutrient that
is very rare in soup
kitchens. Many eld-
erly folks would not
be able to buy their
medicines if they did
not get their meals
from the center. 
—Harriet Berg,
Springs

Below: John Hillegass,

(Kaufman) left, is part of the

2007 Meat Canning Crew.
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The 132nd Annual Conference of Allegheny
Mennonite Conference will be held on Au-
gust 3-5, 2007 at Laurelville Mennonite
Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, Pa. Our theme
is “Celebrations and Dreams” with our repre-
senting agency being Mennonite Mission
Network. Our speakers during worship times
are: Stanley Green on Friday and Saturday
evenings and Carl Geissinger on Sunday
morning. There will be seminars, worship

times, and reporting times for adults in which
babysitting will be provided for children un-
der 3 (not available over meals and free time).
There will be separate activities planned for
children, junior high and youth, so be sure to
mark their ages on the registration form. Meal
registration is a must and a reminder that Fri-
day evening meal is NOT included in the meal
package. Make your plans now to attend and
Celebrate!

Allegheny Mennonite Conference Annual Meeting

Hartzler New Mennonite Financial President

A former member of Allegheny Mennonite Con-
ference has been named president and CEO of
Mennonite Financial Federal Credit Union. W.
Kent Hartzler of Manheim, Pa., has been cho-
sen by the credit union’s board of directors to
succeed Larry Miller, who left Dec. 31, 2006, to
become president of Mennonite Mutual Aid.

Hartzler has been with Mennonite Finan-
cial for nine years, most recently serving as vice-
president for lending and business development.
Previously he was the credit union’s director of
marketing.

“Kent is deeply committed to the church and
the values we have as Anabaptists,” said Carl
Litwiller, president of the board of directors, in
announcing Hartzler’s appointment. “He relates
well to people, and, in today’s financial arena,
at the end of the day, it’s all about relationships.
Kent brings a high level of communication skills
to this position, and he can quickly build trust in
those relationships.”

“I’m committed to bringing passion and en-
ergy in honoring our organization’s past and in
shaping its future,” Hartzler said to Mennonite
Financial’s 43-member staff following his ap-
pointment. Mennonite Financial has always been
creative and cutting-edge, a credit union of big
dreamers. That will continue in our future.”

Originally from Belleville, Hartzler and his
wife, Stephanie, lived in Scottdale for several
years prior to moving to Lancaster. They are the
parents of three daughters and members of
Mountville Mennonite Church.

Hartzler’s appointment comes at the con-
clusion of another year of growth for Menno-
nite Financial. The credit union ended 2006 with
more than $77.8 million in assets, a 7 percent
growth over the previous year. Membership grew
by 8 percent in 2006 for a total of 9,424.

Much of this growth can be attributed to new
developments in two branch offices. In 2006,
Mennonite Financial had its first full year of op-
eration in Sarasota, Fla. During the past year,
the credit union also built and opened a new of-
fice in Kidron, Ohio; in the first six months in
this new building, more than 100 new members
joined Mennonite Financial.

“But we are more than numbers,” Hartzler
says. “Mennonite Financial is committed to pro-
viding Mennonites, Amish, Brethren in Christ,
and other Anabaptists throughout the United
States ways to express mutual aid and care for
each other within the context of a contemporary
financial institution. To do this we need to oper-
ate in ways unimaginable to other financial or-
ganizations.

One new way the credit union developed in
2006 was what it calls “Jubilee dividends.” Men-
nonite Financial has tiered its deposit rate structure
to pay the highest rate on the first $500 of savings.
“This is upside down banking,” Hartzler says. “But
we do it because we want to encourage the small
saver with little resources and because our mem-
bers can help each other in this way.”

Another way the credit union attempts to
help members express faith values is through its
rebate for mission program. Mennonite Finan-
cial tithes 10 percent of the interchange income
its makes from its credit card program and gives
this money to Anabaptist church and mission
programs. This tithe, totaling more than $21,000,
went to 16 different charities in 2006, many of
them in the seven communities in which the
credit union has branch offices.

“Mennonite Financial’s goal is not to become
a huge financial institution,” says Hartzler. “Rather,
our goal is to help our members express faith val-
ues through their everyday financial transactions.”

W. Kent Hartzler

Mennonite Financial is
chartered to serve mem-
bers and employees of
A n a b a p t i s t - r e l a t e d
churches throughout the
United States. Its head-
quarters are in Lancaster,
Pa., with branch offices in
Ephrata, Belleville, and
Scottdale, Pa.; Kidron,
Ohio; and Sarasota, Fla.
The credit union also of-
fers online banking ser-
vices for members
throughout the world at
www.mennonitefinancial.com.
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ALLEGHENY MENNONITE CONFERENCE: REGISTRATION FORM
132nd ANNUAL MEETING—August 3-5, 2007

NAME: ___________________________________ CONGREGATION/AGENCY: ______________________
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________  PHONE: __________________________
(NO phone reservations. Please note: the conference office will close at 2:00 p.m. Wed., Aug. 1, until after this event.)

List everyone’s name (for NAMETAG purposes) and the ages of  children (for better planning of children’s activities)
  Name of those attending            Children’s ages  Name of those attending   Children’s ages
1. 4.

2. 5.

3. 6.

YOUTH REGISTRATION (completed grade 9-grade 12)  (staying in the Lodge, remember to bring your own linens)
Name(s): ________________________________________ Phone:_______________________
Total Cost $75.00 (which includes meals, lodging, and conference fee) Total youth    $__________________

CONFERENCE FEE
Whether registering for all or any part of conference: the fee is $5.00 per person and $2.50 per child ages 3-11.
Number of adults ________ x $5.00 = ________
Number of children (ages 3-11) ________  x $2.50 = ________

Total Conference Fee $____________

LODGING  (The rooms/sites are charged with one/two persons per room per night: for each additional adult it will be
$10 per person per night. For children up to age 11, lodging is free.)
Rates per night are:   Solarhouse/Guesthouse $92 Cottage room $72  (Linens are not provided for the cottages)
Camp Site with hookups (water/electric/sewer) $22 Camping site without hookups $15
Indicate lodging preference ______________________
Check  which night/nights you need lodging: Friday _____ Saturday _____
Lodging requests will be on a first come, first serve basis.

# of nights ________  X  rate ________  = Total  Lodging $ __________

MEALS must be PRE-REGISTERED for by JULY 16  (Children 2 and under are free)

Meal Packages (Saturday brunch through Sunday  Individual meals
noon- does NOT include Friday evening) MEALS: 3-11 YRS. 12-ADULTS

 (not included in pkg.) Friday dinner _________ _________
 # of people cost     total Sat. Brunch _________ _________

3-11 year      ______ x $14.00 _______ Sat. Dinner _________ _________
12-yrs-adult  ______ x $28.00 _______ Sun. Breakfast    _________ _________

Sun. Lunch _________ _________
Total Cost of Packages $ ____________

Individual meals are: $8.50 per adult and $4.25 per child per meal with the
MAIL TO: exception of Sunday Breakfast which is $6.25 per adult/$3.00 per child.
     Allegheny Mennonite Conference All meals must be paid upon registration or upon check-in.
     PO Box 12 ALL MEALS NEED TO BE REGISTERED BY JULY 16 with no refunds
     Somerset, PA 15501

TOTALS Conference         Youth          Lodging/     Meals Grand     Deposit   Balance
    Fee        Camp Site Total    (please pay at least 1/4 of total)   Due

REGISTRATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY JULY 16. Any registrations postmarked after July 16 will
be charged a $15 (per person) or $30 (per family) late fee with no meals available!
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Mennonite Health Assembly To Meet in Pittsburgh

Three plenary speeches on biblical foundations
and on experiences in the church will help to
focus the theme of “Mission-Driven Ministry”
for participants who attend the Mennonite
Health Assembly at Pittsburgh, Pa., March 29-
April 1.

Providing the keynote for the conference
will be Bill Gaventa, director of community
and congregational supports at the Boggs Cen-
ter on Developmental Disabilities in New
Brunswick, N.J., and a professor at the Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Medical School. He will
speak on “Revitalizing Our Mission: Biblical
Foundations for Person-Centered Care.” He
will ask health-care professionals to go beyond
deficits and disease to consider individuals,
gifts, and communities as they serve others. 

Lee Snyder, who retired in June 2006 as
president of Bluffton (Ohio) University, will
speak during a second plenary session on “The
Audacity of the Church.” In her address, she
plans to address these questions: What really
matters? What does it mean to build success-
ful institutions?

Speaking during a third plenary session
will be Nelson Kraybill, president of Associ-
ated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart,
Ind., on the topic of “The Story Shapes Our
Future.” He said, “The story of our ministry
and witness must be placed in the grand frame-

work of salvation history. We Anabaptists in
particular have sought to make that grand story
tangible and practical for daily life.”

Assembly participants will have the op-
portunity to attend a variety of workshops,
choosing from 38 different topics in 13 gen-
eral categories. Meetings to facilitate network-
ing within practice areas have been scheduled
for the lunch hour on Friday and Saturday.

Mim Shirk, vice president for MHS Alli-
ance and director of Mennonite Health Assem-
bly, said that participants can expect to “gain
insights from others’ experiences, contact in-
formation from colleagues who might assist
you in the future, and renewed resolve to tackle
the challenging tasks that await you in the
weeks and months ahead.”

Registration forms can be found online at
http://www.mhsonline.org/.  Scholarships are
available for students at Mennonite institu-
tions. Also, pastors and conference leaders are
encouraged to attend, with some sessions dedi-
cated to issues that they often face in the con-
gregation.   

Mennonite Health Assembly is planned by
and serves the interests of MHS Alliance, Men-
nonite Nurses Association, Mennonite Medi-
cal Association, and Mennonite Chaplains As-
sociation, and Mennonite Mutual Aid.

MCC Announces Opening for East Coast Director

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) East
Coast is seeking an energetic person with
strong organizational and leadership skills to
serve as director for the East Coast regional
office. The director is needed by May 1, 2007.

Key competencies for the position include:
embracing an Anabaptist faith profession accept-
able to the diverse MCC constituency; demon-
strating written and oral communication skills
for internal and public settings; being able to
build and coordinate a team; and valuing both
urban and suburban/rural constituency.

The director must be willing to travel up
to 25 percent of the time. Currently the posi-
tion is located in Akron, Pa.

A complete job description is available on
the MCC Web site at www.mcc.org/serve or
by contacting the Human Resources depart-
ment, 717-859-1152, ext. 253. Candidates
should send a letter of interest and a resume
by Feb. 15, 2007, to Becky Stahly, Human Re-
sources, Mennonite Central Committee, P.O.
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501 or by e-mail to
rss@mcc.

Needed: Volunteers to archive materials for Allegheny Conference at the conference
office. Any time you can give (even an hour/month) will make a difference. Contact
Alan Kauffman at ank@pa.net if you have interest.

Please note the new

Allegheny Conference

News e-mail address:

sendamcnews@gmail.com
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ACNews
531 Scottdale Ave.
Scottdale, PA  15683
ph. 724-887-5563
e-mail: sendamcnews@gmail.com

Allegheny Mennonite Conference Office
PO Box 12, Somerset, PA  15501
ph. 814-443-2007     fax 814-445-3418
e-mail: office@amc-mcusa.org
www.amc-mcusa.org

Two NEW Releases From Herald Press

The influence of Psalms is immense, both in
terms of the worship of God’s people and in the
spiritual experience of countless individuals.
James H. Waltner aims to help readers find their
way through Psalms, encounter God, and be led
into obedience and praise.

“Waltner’s commentary provides a rich trea-
sury of resources for preachers and teachers of
Psalms. He expounds and interprets each Psalm
with warmth and spiritual depth, yet in a straight-
forward, clear and crisp style. With great care,
Waltner sets the Psalms in their canonical con-

text and in the context of the life of the church.
This is a resource of immeasurable worth to se-
rious students of the Bible and to those seeking
spiritual direction from Psalms.” —Helmut
Harder, Canadian Mennonite University

About the Author . . . James H. Waltner
served as a pastor for 38 years in Mennonite con-
gregations in Kansas, California, Illinois, and
Indiana. With specific interests in biblical stud-
ies, he has taught courses in the Psalms at Bethel
College, Associated Mennonite Biblical Semi-
nary, Sunday school classes, and Bible lectures.

Countryside Cooking & Chatting: Traditional
Recipes and Wisdom from the Amish and
Mennonites by Lucy Leid

Psalms by James H. Waltner
(part of the Believers Church Bible Commentary Series)

Lucy Leid brings you the best of traditional reci-
pes from Old Order Amish and Mennonite kitch-
ens from across the United States and Canada—
along with some charming folk wisdom.

During 2003, readers of the Plain People’s
weekly newspaper, Die Botschaft, were invited
to share favorite and tried-and-true recipes for a
new North American Old Order cookbook. In
addition, Old Order cooks share an interesting
story to go with the recipe: something amusing
or interesting that happened while preparing it
(or serving it) or how they got the recipe. Some
share why they like a recipe or tell about their
family or farm where the recipes have its ori-
gins or use. Included here is a collection of close

to 400 recipes along with stories and wisdom.
Recipes include Favorite Breakfast Casse-

role, Honey Oatmeal Bread, Little Spatzlein,
Sausage Zucchini Bake, Grandmother’s Spa-
ghetti Soup, Bread and Butter Pickles, Yoder’s
Eight Minute Cheesecake, Black Midnight Cake,
Chocolate Whoopie Pies, Pretzel and Chip Dip,
and Kitchen Made Apple Butter. Wisdom in-
cludes My Recipes for Losing Weight and Keep-
ing It Off, Recipe for a Blessed Life, Grandma’s
Pies, Friendship is a Shining Gift, and Recipe
for a Happy Marriage.

About the Author . . . Lucy Leid lives among
the Amish and Old Order Mennonites in
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

Check out our web site at www.heraldpress.com for additional information on these books as well as other Herald Press titles.

New Youth Ministry Resource
In January 2007 Mennonite Mission Network launched Relate: A Christian Service Newsletter, an
Anabaptist youth ministry resource for pastors, sponsors and lay leaders working with youth and
young adults from middle school through college. You can receive this free HTML newsletter
every other month. See a preview and sign up online at Service.MennoniteMission.net/Relate.

Conference

Calendar�����

March 16-18
Junior High Retreat
grades 6-8,
at Laurelville,
Speakers: Jason &
Lori Lichti

March 27
Pastors Meeting
at Bedford, Pa.

April 3
Deadline May/June
issue ACNews

April 21
TriState Relief Sale
Workday at Springs
Mennonite church,
9:00-3:00

April 23-26
Pastors Bible Study
at Laurelville

May 29
Deadline July-Aug.
issue ACNews

July 2-7
National Youth
Convention, Biennial
Convention and
Delegate Assembly,
San Jose, California

July 16
Registrations due for
AMC Annual Meeting

July 20-21
TriState Relief Sale,
McHenry, Md.

July 31
Deadline Sept./Oct.
issue ACNews

August 3-5
Summer Conference
at Laurelville
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Postmaster: Send Form 3579 to Allegheny Conference  News,  531 Scottdale Ave., Scottdale, PA  15683-1243.

Longing for Connection
This past January, we said goodbye to two of
our three daughters at the very same time. Our
oldest was moving to New Mexico, and had
most of her earthly belongings loaded into the
trunk and back seat of her car. Beside her, on
the front seat was a friend who was helping
her with the drive, and our middle daughter,
who would be heading to Cambodia with
Goshen College’s Study Service Term. The
plan was for Katie to deliver Anna to Goshen,
spend the night, and continue on her way. So
we waved a tearful goodbye to these two
whom we love so much and watched them
drive away in an extremely loaded down sedan.

All went as planned, and our daughters
seem, oh, so far away. We long for connec-
tion, and are delighted when e-mails arrive for
our eager eyes to read. Recently we reveled in
connection as first one phone call came from
New Mexico on Sunday evening, followed by
a phone call from Cambodia on Monday morn-
ing. I am thankful for the tools of technology
that provide connection across the miles!

Allegheny Conference News exists to help
us make connections across our conference.
The mission statement for this paper reads,
“Allegheny Conference News seeks to provide
information, promote strong relationships be-
tween congregations, and create interest in
Allegheny Conference by highlighting the
activities of its people, congregations, com-
missions and committees and by calling at-
tention to the resources and opportunities pro-
vided by the conference, as well as the broader
church and its institutions.” ACNews is a con-
necting tool across our miles.

But a tool is only useful when a person
takes it off the shelf and actually uses it. As I
worked on this issue, I found myself longing

for the connections that used to come so
readily when this paper was published ten
times a year. Since we have had to reduce the
size and frequency of ACNews, it seems that
people are reluctant to send me articles for
inclusion in its pages. Some have asked if I
will have room for items they might send. The
answer is “yes.” I long to help the people of
this conference be connected and will be de-
lighted when you send articles and photos for
others to read and see. I may need to shorten
the article, but I will try my best to find a place
for any and all acticles that can connect us
across the miles of our conference.

I am currently helping a small group in
our church think about and practice prayer
together. We are talking about developing re-
lationship with God in honest ways. This is
prayer that moves us beyond telling God what
we want, and makes space for God’s spirit to
connect with our own spirit.

Prayer is a tool of connection. But, like
other tools, this tool is only useful if we actu-
ally take it off the shelf and use it. I believe
that God longs for connection with us. Even
more than parents long for connection with
their adult children, God longs for connection
with us, God’s children. Therefore, God  is
truly delighted when we seek to be in God’s
presence through the tool of prayer.

When we are really honest with ourselves,
we discover we long for that connection with
God, as well. Saint Augustine of Hippo, an
early Church father said, “You have made us
for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless
until it rests in you.” He was talking about the
longing that is in each one of us to be con-
nected with God. Shall we pray?
—Donna Mast

So you should not

be like cowering,

fearful slaves. You

should behave

instead like God’s

very own children,

adopted into his

family--calling him

“Father, dear

Father.” For his

Holy Spirit speaks

to us deep in our

hearts and tells us

that we are God’s

children.

—Romans 8:15-16

NLT


